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SUB J : ATTEMPTED SUICIDE BY RUDOLPH HESS 

1 . AT 8:00 PM, EVENING OF FEBRUARY 22, DURING 

CONFUSION WHEN GUARD WAS CHANGED HESS ATTEMPTED SUICIDE 
BY CUTTING WRIST, FOREARM, AND ANKLE. WOUNDS WERE NOT 
DEEP. FRENCH, WHO ARE IN CHARGE OF SPANDAU DURING 
FEBRUARY, DISPATCHED DOCTOR WHO STITCHED UP WOUNDS. 

HESS TOLD US GOVERNOR THAT AFTER THIRTY-FIVE YEARS 
IN PRISON, HIS NERVES ARE SHOT AND HE NO LONGER CARES. 

2. SPANDAU GOVERNORS MEETING NOW AMONG THEMSELVES, AND 
WILL MEET LATER WITH DOCTORS. IMMEDIATE QUESTION IS 
WHETHER DOCTORS WILL RECOMMEND THAT HESS BE REMOVED 
TO BRITISH MILITARY HOSPITAL AS IN 1969 AND 1973 FOR 
OBSERVATION. IN MEANTIME, HE IS UNDER OBSERVATION BY 
SPANDAU GUARDS. 

3. RE PRESS WE EXPECT EVENTUAL LEAK GIVEN NUMBER OF 
PERSONS INVOLVED AS WELL AS VISITS FROM FAMILY AND 
CORRESPONDENTS. IF STORY DOES LEAK, US PRESS SPOKESMAN 
(CHAIRMAN) WILL TAKE QUESTION. WE BELIEVE HOWEVER THAT 
PRESS SPOKESMAN WILL EVENTUALLY HAVE TO CONFIRM 
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FACT OF SUICIDE ATTEMPT AND THEN STATE THAT HESS IS 
UNDER MEDICAL CARE. WE ARE SEEKING CLEARANCE FOR 
THIS GUIDANCE FROM BRITISH AND FRENCH. 

4. FOR BONN: AMBASSADOR STOESSEL HAS BEEN INFORMED. GEORGE 
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